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T h e  C o c h r a n e  E f f e c t i v e  P r a c t i c e  a n d  

O r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  C a r e  G r o u p  

First row (left to right): Jeremy Grimshaw, Martin Eccles, Luciana Ballini.  

Second row: Marit Johansen, Florence Gillaizeau, Gerd Flodgren, Pierre Durieux, Elizabeth Paulsen, 

Susan Mitchie, Denise Oõ Connor, Andy Oxman.   

Back row: Alain Mayhew, Michelle Fiander, Tomas Pantoja,  Emma Tavender, Sasha Shepperd,  

Russell Gruen.  

Missing in this photo: Simon Lewin, Espen Movik, Jan Odgaard -Jensen, Craig Ramsay,  

Merrick Zwarenstein, Lisa Bero, John Lavis, Luke Vale, Andrew Herxheimer.  

In March 2011, we hosted a three day EPOC editors meeting.  The 

temperature hovered around -20°C for the three days, which was a 

new experience for many of our editors and staff.  We had nine edi-

tors in addition to staff from our three satellites.  We also invited 

some guests: Susan Michie, Professor of Health Psychology at Uni-

versity College London and Noah Ivers, CIHR Research Fellow at 

Institute for Clinical Evaluative Sciences.  We explored many topics 

in depth, including summary of findings tables, EPOC taxonomy 

and editorial processes.  We were lucky enough to  find time to  do 

some skating on the Rideau Canal and to have a òpool partyó (see 

page 12). This was a very productive meeting and we look forward 

to having these on a more regular basis. 
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EPOC Ottawa  
on the Move  

In early December, the EPOC Ottawa team moved from its downtown location to the Centre for Prac-

tice-Changing Research (CPCR; see photo) at the Ottawa Hospital Research Institute (OHRI). This 

brand new building is located at the Ottawa Hospital General Campus in the east end of the city, and 

is also connected to the University of Ottawa Health Science campus, the Childrenôs Hospital of East-

ern Ontario (CHEO), and the Rehabilitation Centre. Once finished, this new building will house over 

300 clinicians, researchers, and staff 

from the OHRI and CHEO who are af-

filiated with the University of Ottawa as 

well. The Canadian Cochrane Centre has 

also moved to the new location  with the 

EPOC Ottawa team, making the transi-

tion easier with having familiar faces 

around. This move allows EPOC Ottawa 

to work alongside some EPOC authors, 

the Cochrane Bias Methods Group, 

other researchers in the OHRI Clinical 

Epidemiology program and from the 

CHEO Research Institute, and Knowl-

edge Translation Canada, headed by Dr. 

Jeremy Grimshaw. The buildingôs 

Grand Opening took place on December 

14 including a ribbon cutting ceremony. 

Some of the guests included a local Ot-

tawa MPP, a Senator, the CEOôs of the 

two research institutes, as well as the 

CEO of the Ottawa Hospital. 

 

It is our pleasure to inform you that Dr. Sasha Shepperd has been appointed as a co-coordinating 

editor for the Cochrane Effective Practice and Organisation of Care (EPOC) Group. We wish 

Sasha all the best in her new role. 

 

As well, Dr. Jeremy Grimshaw will be taking a six month sabbatical from his role with EPOC, 

until May 1, 2012. Sasha will be taking over the responsibilities as EPOC Co-ordinating Editor 

for the duration of his sabbatical. 

EPOC Announcement  

The new Centre for Practice-Changing Research building in 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 

EPOC Ottawaôs new contact information: 
Centre for Practice-Changing Research 

Ottawa Hospital Research Institute,  
The Ottawa Hospital - General Campus 

501 Smyth Road, Box 711 
Ottawa Ontario K1H 8L6 

Canada  
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New reviews, updated reviews, and new  

protocols from Issue 7, 2010 to Issue 12, 2011 

Issue 7, 2010 
 
New Protocols  
Eccles MP, Shepperd S, Scott A, Flodgren G, Parmelli E, Beyer FR. An overview of reviews 
evaluating the effects of financial incentives in changing healthcare professional behav-
iours and patient outcomes. 

 
Nasser M, Fedorowicz Z, Newton T, Van Weel C, van Binsbergen JJ, Van de Laar FA. Pa-
tients record systems: effects on dental practice and patient oral health outcomes. 
 
Updated Reviews 
Nkansah N, Mostovetsky O, Yu C, Chheng T, Beney J, Bond CM, Bero L. Effect of outpa-
tient pharmacists' non-dispensing roles on patient outcomes and prescribing patterns. 
 
Rotter T, Kinsman L, James EL, Machotta A, Gothe H, Willis J, Snow P, Kugler J. Clinical 
pathways: effects on professional practice, patient outcomes, length of stay and hospital 
costs. 
 
Issue 8, 2010 
 
New Reviews 
Green CJ, Maclure M, Fortin PM, Ramsay CR, Aaserud M, Bardal S. Pharmaceutical poli-
cies: effects of restrictions on reimbursement. 
 
Meng Q, Yuan B, Jia L, Wang J, Garner P. Outreach strategies for expanding health insur-

ance coverage in children. 

 

Issue 9, 2010 

Updated Reviews 

Gould DJ, Moralejo D, Drey N, Chudleigh JH. Interventions to improve hand hygiene com-

pliance in patient care. 

 
Issue 10, 2010       (No new protocols, reviews, or updates published).  
 
Issue 11, 2010 
 
New Protocols  
Gaitonde R, Bjørndal A, Oxman AD, Okebukola PO, Ongolo -Zogo P. Interventions to re-
duce corruption in the health sector.  
 
Updated Reviews 
Flodgen G, Parmelli E, Doumit G, Gattellari M, O'Brien MA, Grimshaw J, Eccles MP. Local 
opinion leaders: effects on professional practice and health care outcomes. 

 
Issue 12, 2010 
 
New Reviews 
Tanja-Dijkstra K, Pieterse ME. Psychologically mediated effects of the physical  
healthcare environment on work -related outcomes of healthcare personnel. 

  

E P O C E d i t o r i a l  

T e a m  

 

Jeremy Grimshaw  
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Luciana Ballini  
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Martin Eccles  

(Editor)  

 

Merrick Zwarenstein  

(Editor)  

 

Pierre Durieux  

(Editor)  

 

Russell L. Gruen  

(Editor)  

 

Sasha Shepperd  

(Editor)  

 

Simon Lewin  

(Editor)  

 

Susan Munabi -
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(Editor)  

 

Tomas Pantoja  

(Editor)  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2010-7&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2010-7&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2010-7&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2010-8&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2010-8&entityPK=61
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Issue 1, 2011 
 
New Reviews 
Flint A, Webster J. The use of the exit interview to reduce turnover amongst healthcare 
professionals. 
 
Parmelli E, Flodgren G, Schaafsma ME, Baillie N, Beyer FR, Eccles MP. The effectiveness 
of strategies to change organisational culture to improve healthcare performance. 
 
Issue 2, 2011 
 
New protocols  
Christensen M, Lundh A. Medication review of hospitalized patients to prevent 
morbidity and mortality.  
 
Flodgren G, Pomey MP, Taber SA, Eccles MP. Effectiveness of external inspection of 
compliance with standards for improving healthcare organisation behaviour, healthcare 
professional behaviour, or patient outcomes. 
 
Krogsbøll LT, Jørgensen KJ, Gøtzsche PC. General health checks for reducing morbidity 
and mortality from disease.  
 
Issue 3, 2011 
 
New protocols  
Rockers PC, Bärnighausen T. Interventions for hiring, retaining and training district 
health system managers in low- and middle -income countries. 
 
Issue 4, 2011 
 
New protocols  
Gazi R, Hossain SS, Zaman K, Koehlmoos TP. Community mobilization for safe 
motherhood . 
 
Alldred DP, Raynor DK (Theo), Hughes C, Barber N, Chen TF, Spoor P. Interventions to 
optimise prescribing for older people in care homes . 
 
New Reviews 
Lagarde M, Palmer N. The impact of user fees on access to health services in low- and 
middle -income countries. 
 
Issue 5, 2011 
 
New protocols  
van Ginneken N, Tharyan P, Lewin S, Rao GN, Romeo R, Patel V. Non-specialist health 
worker interventions for mental health care in low - and middle - income countries. 
 
Issue 6, 2011 
 
New protocols  
Augustincic Polec L, Ueffing E, Welch V, Tanjong Ghogomu E, Pardo Pardo J, 
Grabowsky M, Attaran A, Tugwell P. Strategies to increase the ownership and use of 
insecticide treated bednets to prevent malaria. 
 
 
 

E P O C S pe c ia l i s t   

E d i t o r i a l  T ea m    

 

 

Andrew Herxheimer  

(Feedback Editor)  

 

 

Craig Ramsay  

(Statistical Editor)  

 

 

Espen Movik  

(Economics Editor)  

 

 

Jan Odgaard - Jensen 

(Statistical Editor)  

 

 

John Lavis  

(Policy Liaison Editor)  

 

 

Luke Vale  

(Economics Editor)  

 

 

 

http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-3&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-3&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-4&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-4&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-4&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-4&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-4&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-4&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-5&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-5&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-6&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-6&entityPK=61
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New Reviews 
Hodgkinson B, Haesler EJ, Nay R, O'Donnell MH, McAuliffe LP. Effectiveness of staffing 
models in residential, subacute, extended aged care settings on patient and staff outcomes 
 
Khunpradit S, Tavender E, Lumbiganon P, Laopaiboon M, Wasiak J, Gruen RL. Non-
clinical interventions for reducing unnecessary caesarean section 
 
Issue 7, 2011 
 
New protocols  
Kiwanuka SN, Nalwadda C, Pariyo GW, Ssengooba F, Rutebemberwa E. Interventions for 
managing absenteeism among health workers. 
 
New reviews 
Butler M, Collins R, Drennan J, Halligan P, O'Mathúna DP, Schultz TJ, Sheridan A, Vilis E. 
Hospital nurse staffing models and patient and staff -related outcomes. 
 
Ellis G, Whitehead MA, Robinson D, O'Neill D, Langhorne P. Comprehensive geriatric as-
sessment for older adults admitted to hospital.  

Flodgren G, Eccles MP, Shepperd S, Scott A, Parmelli E, Beyer FR. An overview of reviews 
evaluating the effectiveness of financial incentives in changing healthcare professional be-
haviours and patient outcomes. 
 
Kiwanuka SN, Rutebemberwa E, Nalwadda C, Okui O, Ssengooba F, Kinengyere AA, 
Pariyo GW. Interventions to manage dual practice among health workers.  

Oyo-Ita A, Nwachukwu CE, Oringanje C, Meremikwu MM. Interventions for improving 
coverage of child immunization in low - and middle -income countries. 

Updated reviews 
Dudley L, Garner P. Strategies for integrating primary health services in low - and middle -
income countries at the point of delivery.  
 
Shepperd S, Wee B, Straus SE. Hospital at home: home-based end of life care.  
 
Issue 8, 2011       (No new protocols, reviews, or updates published).  
 
Issue 9, 2011 
 
New reviews 
Bosch-Capblanch X, Liaqat S, Garner P. Managerial supervision to improve primary health 
care in low- and middle -income countries. 
 
Peñaloza B, Pantoja T, Bastías G, Herrera C, Rada G. Interventions to reduce emigration of 
health care professionals from low- and middle -income countries. 
 
Scott A, Sivey P, Ait Ouakrim D, Willenberg L, Naccarella L, Furler J, Young D. The effect 
of financial incentives on the quality of health care provided by primary care physicians. 
(This review is an update of the following 2 reviews: "Target payments in primary care: 
effects on professional practice and health care outcomes" and "Capitation, salary, fee-for -
service and mixed systems of payment: effects on the behaviour of primary care physi-
cians"). 

 Two EPOC 

reviews are 

among the 50 

most popular 

Cochrane  

reviews!  

See http://

www.cochrane.

org/cochrane-

reviews/top/3m  

 
 

http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-6&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-6&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-6&entityPK=61
http://www.archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-6&entityPK=61


 

www.epoc.cochrane.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E P O C  N e w s l e t t e rñE d i t i o n  1 9    P a g e  6  

 
Issue 10, 2011 
 
New protocols  
Murthy L, Shepperd S, Clarke MJ, Garner SE, Lavis JN., Roberts NW. Interventions to improve the use of 
systematic reviews for clinical and commissioning decision -making . 
 
Liu N, Iribarren S, Ciapponi A, Pearce P. Microfinance -based interventions for health outcomes in persons of 
low socio-economic status.  
 
Issue 11, 2011 
 
New protocols  
Mahar P, Wasiak J, Batty L, Fowler S, Cleland H, Gruen RL. Interventions for reducing wrong -site surgery. 
 
Kreindler S, Beaudin P, Sadeh E, Nason R, Hochman D, Raynard M, Moffatt M. The effect of consolidating 
acute-care surgery on patient, staff, and resource outcomes. 
 
New reviews  
Flodgren G, Pomey M-P, Taber SA, Eccles MP. Effectiveness of external inspection of compliance with stan-
dards in improving healthcare organisation behaviour, healthcare professional behaviour or patient out-
comes. 
 
Ketelaar NABM, Faber MJ, Flottorp S, Rygh LH, Deane KHO, Eccles MP. Public release of performance data 
in changing the behaviour of healthcare consumers, professionals or organisations.  
 
Updated reviews 
Horsley T, Hyde C, Santesso N, Parkes J, Milne R, Stewart R. Teaching critical appraisal skills in healthcare 
settings.  
 
Issue 12, 2011       (No new protocols, reviews, or updates published).  

Centre for Practice-Changing Research 
Ottawa Hospital Research Institute, The Ottawa Hospital - General Campus 

501 Smyth Road, Box 711 
Ottawa Ontario K1H 8L6  

Canada  
Phone: 1-613-737-8899 
 Fax: 1-613-739-6938  

                 www.epoc.cochrane.org 
 

  

New Contact Information:  

EPOC Ottawa  

Dr. Jeremy Grimshaw  
Co-coordinating Editor  

jgrimshaw@ohri.ca 
Room 1268 
Ext. 73810 

Alain Mayhew  
Managing Editor  

almayhew@ohri.ca 
Room 1258 
Ext. 73849 

Michelle Fiander  
Trials Search Coordinator  

mfiander@ohri.ca 
Room 1257 
Ext. 73847 

Stefanie Linklater  
Research Admin. Assistant  

slinklater@ohri.ca 
Room 1258 
Ext. 73859 

Update Your  

Address Book!  

http://archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-A&entityPK=61#
http://archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-A&entityPK=61#
http://archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-A&entityPK=61#
http://archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-A&entityPK=61#
http://archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-B&entityPK=61#
http://archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-B&entityPK=61#
http://archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-B&entityPK=61#
http://archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-B&entityPK=61#
http://archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-B&entityPK=61#
http://archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-B&entityPK=61#
http://archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-B&entityPK=61#
http://archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-B&entityPK=61#
http://archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-B&entityPK=61#
http://archie.cochrane.org/sections/documents/publicationReport.jsp?journalIssuePK=2011-B&entityPK=61#
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Editor Profiles  

Staff Profile: Denise OõConnor 

 

Editor  
Australian Satellite of the Cochrane EPOC Group, Melbourne, Australia 
 
Denise is a Senior Research Fellow with the Australasian Cochrane Centre and 

School of Public Health and Preventive Medicine at Monash University. She re-

cently joined EPOC as an editor based at the Australian Satellite. Her research in-

terests include the development and evaluation of theory -informed interventions 

to increase the uptake of evidence into practice by health professionals. She is also 

an associate editor for Implementation Science. In her free time she loves to read, 

spend time with her family and friends, and play sports.  

 

 

 
Staff Profile: Pierre Durieux  

 

Editor  
French Cochrane Centre, Paris, France 
 

Pierre Durieux is an associate professor at the department of Public Health and 

Medical Informatics at Paris Descartes University ð School of Medicine and Hôpi-

tal Européen Georges Pompidou (Paris, France). Pierre specialises in chest dis-

eases, public health and clinical epidemiology and his research activities are 

mainly developed in the field of implementation research,  including Computer 

Decision Support Systems and patient safety. Pierre is a co author of several re-

ports on òHow to Change Physician Behaviouró for the French Haute Autorit® de 

Santé (HAS) and is responsible for a national research program on quality and 

safety at the Ministry of Health. Pierre is an author on two EPOC reviews titled 

òComputerized advice on drug dosage to improve prescribing practiceó and 

òComputer-generated paper reminders: effects on professional practice and 

health care outcomesó as well as a protocol titled òManual paper reminders: ef-

fects on professional practice and health care outcomesó. His personal interests 

include music, wine and cycling in the Alps (without any doping).  
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Itõs hard to believe yet another year has gone by and we are on the 19th 
edition of our newsletter!  
 
As mentioned on page 1, we hosted an EPOC editors meeting in March in 

Ottawa.  We had an excellent turnout and the meeting was very productive. 

Some team members were able to arrive early or leave later and thus were 

able to dedicate time to work on special projects. We were also fortunate to 

have many guests from other Cochrane entities visit us over the past year to 

exchange ideas.  Sophie Hill, (Cochrane Consumers and Communication 

Review Group), Harriet MacLehose (Cochrane Editorial Unit), and Nancy 

Santesso (Applicability and Methods Group) all visited.  

We continue to be involved in a range of activities within the Cochrane 

Collaboration, including committee work and other activities such as 

webinars, abstract review for Canadian Symposia and Cochrane Colloquiua. 

Through the Cochrane Canada grant, we have been able to secure funding 

until Sept 2015.  We are ensuring that the grant deliverables are being met in 

a timely fashion.  

We have recently moved to a new location in Ottawa. We are still based in 

Ottawa, but are now hosted by the Ottawa Hospital Research Institute.  The 

new site allows us to interact more closely with the Bias Methods 

Group and still maintain a close relationship with Cochrane Canada 

as all three groups will be based in the same building. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the assistance of the 

University of Ottawa in providing us with help through the work -

study and the co-op programs.  The work of these students has gone a long 

way in contributing to the success of our review group.  

 

 

Manag ing  Ed i to r  Repor t 

- A la in  Mayhew-  

NEW 
LOCATION! 
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Did you know that...  

1. EPOC has over 190 peer reviewers on record! 

2. EPOC has a total of 755 review authors? We have grown by 121 authors 
since our last newsletter. 

3. As of December 2011, EPOC has published over 80 systematic reviews 
and 40 protocols. 

 

2010 Impact Factor  

 

The 2010 impact factor for The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 
was 6.186. This is an increase from the 2009 Impact Factor which was 5.653 
and the 4th consecutive year that the CDSR Impact Factor has increased. 
This ranks in the top 10 out of 151 in the ISI category Medicine, General & 
Internal.  

For more information, visit the òFrequently Asked Questionsó page on The 
Cochrane Library Website. 

 

 

Important Reminders for EPOC Authors  

 

Ensure your article is written in accordance to the guidelines in the Coch-
rane Style Guide, which can be found and downloaded at http://
Cochrane.org/style/csg.htm . 

It is helpful to run a validation report of your review before submitting 
for publication. This can be done in RevMan or Archie under the menu 
heading òReports.ó Please fix the errors and as many warnings as possi-
ble. 

Pay close attention to the quality of the plain language summary section 
and refer to the Cochrane Handbook for Systematic Reviews of Interven-
tions, section 11.9 for writing guidelines. Keep in mind that this passage 
should not be a copy-and-paste of miscellaneous sentences from your re-
view.  

 

 

Interesting fact! 

Every day some-
one, somewhere 
searches The 
Cochrane Library 
every second, 
reads an abstract 
every two sec-
onds and 
downloads a full-
text article 
every three sec-
onds." 

The Cochrane 
Library usage 
data 2009 

http://www.thecochranelibrary.com/SpringboardWebApp/userfiles/ccoch/file/Impact%20Factor/2009%20Impact%20Factor.pdf
http://www.thecochranelibrary.com/SpringboardWebApp/userfiles/ccoch/file/Impact%20Factor/2009%20Impact%20Factor.pdf
http://www.cochrane.org/style/csg.htm
http://www.cochrane.org/style/csg.htm
http://www.cochrane-handbook.org/
http://www.cochrane-handbook.org/
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EPOC Staff in  
Ottawa  

 
Jeremy Grimshaw 
Co-Coordinating Editor 
 
 
Alain Mayhew  
Managing Editor 
 
 

Michelle Fiander  
Trials Search 
Coordinator 
 
 

Hélène Laberge  
Information Specialist  
 
 
Julia Worswick  
Project Leader 
 
 
Carolyn Wayne 
Project Assistant 

 

 
EPOC Staff in  

 Oxford  
 
 

Gerd Flodgren 
Managing Editor, System-
atic Reviewer 

 
 
Sasha Shepperd 
Co-Coordinating Editor 
 
 
Martin Eccles 
Editor 
 
Nia Roberts 
Senior Medical Outreach 
Librarian  
 

Nicola Williams  
Statistician 
 
 

 

The 19th Annual Cochrane Colloquium  
 
The 2011 Cochrane Colloquium took place at the Palacio de Congresos de 
Madrid in Madrid, Spain  from October 19 -22. Hosted by the Iberoameri-
cana Cochrane Centre and Network, it fea-
tured over 35 workshops, 72 oral sessions, 
and  400+ poster sessions on scientific evi-
dence for healthcare quality and patient 
safety. There were approximately 800-1200 
attendees from leading research and policy-
making organizations around the world. 
Further information can be found at 
www.cochrane.org/colloquia/ . 

Since the last newsletter, both EPOC and CC & CRG have been busy up-
dating Rx for Change - the interventions database - with recent evidence 
from systematic reviews of interventions to improve evidence based 
prescribing practices and consumers drug use. Since its inception in 
2007, over 50,000 citations have been screened for inclusion in the Rx for 
Change database, of which 275 summaries of moderate to high quality 
systematic reviews are currently presented on the website. In addition, 
through the creation of an òExcluded Reviewsó section to list screened 
reviews that met the initial selection criteria but were of low relevance 
or did not meet the quality cut point for inclusion, we added a further 
448 citations. The Rx for Change database continues to be updated at 
regular intervals. We are currently working on the sixth instalment 
which will capture relevant systematic reviews published to October 
2011, the results of which will be uploaded to the web-site in April 2012. 

We are pleased to welcome Katrina Sullivan and Dr. Genevieve Cowie 
to the Rx for Change project. Both have been instrumental to supporting 
the project while S. Carolyn Wayne and Rebecca Ryan are on maternity 
leaves. 

We are excited to report that through collaboration and continued finan-
cial support from the Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in 
Health (CADTH) and others, the Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO) (http://new.paho.org/) has agreed to translate the Rx for 
Change database into Spanish and other PAHO/World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) official languages over the next two years.   

Rx for Change Update 
www.rxforchange.ca   

http://www.cochrane.org/events/colloquia
http://www.rxforchange.ca
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EPOC Satellite: Oxford, United Kingdom  

Ms. Gerd Flodgren 

Managing Editor, UK Satellite of the Cochrane EPOC Group 

Department of Public Health  
University of Oxford  
Rosemary Rue Building 
Old Road Campus, Headington  
Oxford  
OX3 7LF 
UK 

gerd.flodgren@dph.ox.ac.uk 

Phone: +44 (0) 1865 289 318 
 

EPOC Staff in  

Oslo  
 

Elizabeth Paulsen 

Managing Editor  

 

Kjetil Olsen 

Web Publisher  

 

Marit Johansen 

Trials Search Co-ordinator 

 

Jan Odgaard-Jensen 

Statistical Editor 

 

Simon Lewin  

Editor 

 

Espen Movik  

Economics Editor 

 

Susan Munabi-
Babigumira  

Editor 

 

Andy Oxman  

Editor 

 

 

EPOC Staff in  

Melbourne  

 

Russell Gruen 

Director 

 

Emma Tavender 

Managing Editor 

 

Denise OõConnor 

Editor 

 

 

EPOC Satellite: Melbourne, Australia  

Ms. Emma Tavender 

Managing Editor, Australian Satellite of the Cochrane EPOC Group  
Department of Surgery  
Monash University  

Level 6, 99 Commercial Road 
Melbourne Victoria VIC 3004  
Australia  

emma.tavender@monash.edu 

Phone: +61 (03) 99030381 
Fax: +61 3 9903 0018 

EPOC Satellite: Oslo, Norway  

Ms. Elizabeth Paulsen 
Managing Editor, Norwegian Satellite of the Cochrane EPOC Group  
Department of Evidence-Based Health Services 
Norwegian Knowledge Centre for the Health Services  
P.O. Box 7004, St. Olavs plass 
N-0130 Oslo 
Norway  

elizabeth.paulsen@nokc.no 

Phone: +47 46 40 04 16 
Fax: +47 23 25 50 10 
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Staff Profile  

Professor Sasha Shepperd is a Co-Coordinating Editor for the 

UK Cochrane Effective Practice and Organisation of Care 

(EPOC) Review Group, and co-convener with Professor Mar-

tin Eccles for a new UK EPOC satellite group. Sasha is based 

at the Department of Public Health, University of Oxford. 

She graduated from the Harvard School of Public Health with 

an MSc and completed research for a DPhil at the Depart-

ment of Public Health, University of Oxford. Her interests 

include the evaluation of complex interventions by individual 

patient data meta-analysis, published data and primary re-

search; methods to support the translation of evidence and for 

improving the quality of health information used by the public.  

 

 

Cochrane  Journal Club  

Tired of searching for interesting papers to discuss at your next journal meeting? 

Well search no more! The Cochrane Journal Club provides everything you need 

to present at your next Journal Club meeting.  

 

Cochrane Journal Club features a recent Cochrane review every month abso-

lutely free. It includes relevant background information, a podcast explaining 

the key points of the review, discussion questions to help you to explore the review 

methods and findings in more detail and downloadable PowerPoint slides which 

have key figures and tables. It also allows you to contact the review author with 

any questions you may have.  

 

Every Cochrane Journal Club article is carefully selected from the hundreds of 

new and updated reviews published in each issue of The Cochrane Library rep-

resenting diverse clinical topics, and each one focuses on a review of special in-

terest, such as practice-changing reviews, new methodology and evidence -based 

practice.  

 

For more information or if you wish to join the club please visit the website at  

http://www.cochranejournalclub.com/  

 

 

 

Did 

you 

know  

The pilot  

Cochrane 

Journal Club 

generated 

1,600 individ-

ual visitors to 

the site from 

72 different 

countries dur-

ing the first 

three weeks 

after launch! 
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Satellite profile: EPOC UK 

 

The UK Cochrane EPOC Satellite was established in 2008 and last October 

moved from the University of Newcastle to the Department of Public Health, 

University of Oxford. The satellite is supported by an NIHR Cochrane Collabo-

ration Programme grant to assist the effective practice and organisation of care in 

the NHS, and to link systematic review evidence to policy.  We have been funded 

to lead and/or support the update of nine reviews and the production of six new 

reviews. Review topics were selected following a priority setting exercise with our 

NHS Partners. The reviews will address questions about health quality improve-

ment, access to healthcare, informatics, and reducing reliance on inpatient care 

and improving service efficiency for older 

people. 

We will also support the production of 

structured summaries of the findings of 

these reviews; these will be written for deci-

sion-makers working in the NHS.  

Over the last year we published six full re-

views, and two protocols. One overview is 

currently in press.   

Members of the Satellite are Sasha Shepperd, Editor, Gerd Flodgren, Managing 

Editor and Satellite Co-ordinator, Nia Wyn Roberts, Senior Medical Outreach 

Librarian, Nicola Williams, Senior Medical Statistician and Martin Eccles, Editor 

(Newcastle). 

  

 

 Do you want to know more? Please 

 visit us at the EPOC UK satelliteõs new 

 website:  

 http://www.publichealth.ox.ac.uk/epoc 

Bluebell forest outside Oxford  

University of Oxford  

http://www.publichealth.ox.ac.uk/epoc



